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This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to 
file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.
usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html , or at any USDA office, or call (866) 
632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 
information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter 
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudica-
tion, 1400 Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington, D. C. 20250-9410, 
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Visit Hydro-Klean.com
to view our project library and  
learn more about the valuable  

services we have to offer.

ÄÄ Sewer Cleaning

ÄÄ Digital Video Inspection

ÄÄ CIPP and Rehab Services

ÄÄ No-Dig Pipe Repair

Services include:

Four Midwest locations to Serve You!
1.855.84KLEAN 

ÄÄ Filter Media Services

ÄÄ Hydroexcavating

ÄÄ Landfill Leachate Services

Experience the difference.  
One call. One service provider. One experience.
Providing municipal services for water and wastewater utilities for over 30 years.
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In 1980 we made an innovative promise that our tanks would never need to be painted.
No Aquastore® tank has been painted since – we are the authentic glass-fused-to-steel! 

Case Study
Ahead of Schedule and 
Just in Time for School!

647 Hale Ave. N, Oakdale, MN 55128 • Ph: 651-777-4041 • Fax: 651-777-5312 • www.engamerica.com

Installed: 2011
Tank Type: Composite Elevated Tank 
Storage Capacity: 500,000 Gallons
Engineer: TeKippe Engineering, P.C.
Contractor: Engineering America

PROJECT OVERVIEW:
Engineering America construction
crews and project management
got an A+ for completing a new
water tower in Center Point, Iowa,
ahead of schedule in August 2011
and just in time for the opening of
the city’s new high school.

10 months prior, in October 2010, the Center Point City Council decided to award the composite elevated tank (CET) to
Engineering America over CETs with welded/painted tanks offered by competitors. The city was advised by consulting
engineer George TeKippe that Engineering America's glass-fused-to-steel Aquastore® tank would save the city
$178,000.00 over the life of the new water tower. The reason? No expensive sand blasting and painting because the
permanent porcelain enamel coating on the Aquastore tank never needs painting.  

The City Council vote for Engineering America was unanimous. Work began in the spring, starting with a 50' diameter
foundation nearly 3' thick and consisting of 16 tons of rebar and 210 cubic yards of concrete.  

The 36' diameter pedestal is 104' tall and incorporates 12 tons of reinforcing steel and 295 cubic yards of concrete. The
wall thickness is 8'' with a top slab of 49' 6'' in diameter and 2' 6'' thick. 12 tons of rebar and 190 cubic yards of concrete
were used in constructing this pedestal.

The Aquastore tank itself is 48' in diameter by 40' tall, with a 500,000-gallon capacity, which was needed for anticipated
growth at Center Point and the opening of the new high school. GO STORMIN’ POINTERS!

Our New Online Quoting and Life Cycle Analysis Systems Provide Real Numbers, Real Fast
They’re easy to fill out, comprehensive, accurate and responsive. Go online today at www.engamerica.com for a quote
and life cycle cost analysis, or more information on Engineering America and all of our product line offerings.
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319.626.9090
www.mecresults.com

building strong communities.

Randy Pleima
IRWA Board President

From the

PRES IDENT

The year 2014 is already half over and summer is 
now upon us. 2014 has given us record cold winter, 
frost levels most of us have never seen, and flooding 

in many parts of the state. So we can hope the rest of the 
year will be more normal. The one constant thing in the 
water and wastewater field is getting our required CEUs. 
We have less than nine months to obtain the numbers of 
hours we need. It doesn’t seem that long ago when we 
renewed our licenses. 
 This year our training has been affected by the loss 
once again of the EPA Training and Technical Assistance 
Grant which ended on August 31, 2013. It has been a 
constant battle to keep this grant in Iowa and all the other 
states. This grant for training and technical assistance 
began for National Rural Water and Iowa Rural Water in 
1976. But as Congress has always given monies to fund 
this program EPA goes against Congressional wishes and 
doesn’t always fund the grant. In the past Congress has put 
language in their funding to require them to give monies 
to National Rural Water but now this is classified as a 
earmark and no earmarks are allowed. 

 We continue to pursue grassroots efforts with our 
Senators and Congressman to continue EPA funding for 
this grant. Our National office has worked hard to foster 
good relations with the officials in the EPA to emphasize 
how important this program is for small water utilities 
throughout the country. So the good news is IRWA’s funding 
is now back as of June 1 and just in time to ramp up the 
needed class room hours for us to get our CEUs. The two 
Fall Conferences will be coming up and IRWA plans to hold 
many day classes throughout the state. IRWA’s training is 
the primary source of free training that is available to all 
the specialists in water and wastewater. So keep a check on 
the IRWA website for an updated schedule of classes. 
 As we progress through the summer we all have a 
great chance to meet with the new candidates running for 
the US Senate and Representatives. I hope you talk to them 
and let them know how important our jobs are to Iowa’s 
economy and how essential we are to a good environment. 
So when it comes to funding in Iowa they will know who 
we are and know it is important to Iowa whether it is rural, 
small towns, or cities. 

IRWA on Facebook! 
The Iowa Rural Water Association is now on Facebook! You can “Like” us by going to www.facebook.com  and searching Iowa 
Rural Water Association. This is a great way to keep in touch with IRWA without having to remember to visit our website. We will 
make frequent posts to keep you informed of the latest industry news relating to Iowa Water and Wastewater. Join us!
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Greg Huff, IRWA CEO

It is hard to believe that this fall will be the 13th anniversary of the 
9/11 terrorist attack. In the immediate aftermath of this tragedy, 
water and wastewater system security became a front burner issue. 

We had the Bioterrorism Act of 2002 which required water systems 
serving populations over 3,300 to develop a vulnerability assessment 
and emergency response plan. Many classes and articles focused on 
the need to improve security of our infrastructure and our industry 
became classified as a critical infrastructure sector by Presidential 
Directive.
     As the years have passed, the emphasis on security for many 
systems has made its way again to the back burner. Luckily, very 
few systems in recent years have had to deal with tampering 
of their facilities. When it does happen, it is usually isolated 
incidents caused by bored teenagers or disgruntled former 
employees. So the doors to the shop, treatment plant or the 
gate that were routinely locked a decade or so ago once again 
remain unlocked all day. Or the once bright red “WARNING! 
Tampering with this Facility is a Federal Offense!” signs 
(available free of charge from IRWA) on well houses, treatment 
plants and storage facilities are now faded and peeling away.
     While the “fires of the day” rightfully require our daily attention, 
we also need to think about security as a permanent front burner 

issue. Kids getting into an unattended shop or treatment plant can 
end up damaging equipment, or even worse, seriously injuring 

themselves with chemical for example. The best way to ensure that 
your system has the proper security systems and protocols in place 

is to perform a security assessment. Fortunately, there are several free 
resources available for you to use. Homeland Security, at the Federal 
and State of Iowa level, both have assessment tools and personnel who 
are willing to come out and assist you at your facility. They are familiar 
with the water and wastewater industry since it is a critical infrastructure 
sector. There are two physical security assessment tools available—one is 
much more comprehensive than the other. Regardless of which one you use, 

the results of the assessment are protected from the Freedom of Information 
Act and are intended only for your use. In other words, you do not have to 
share the information you gathered with others.
     Through the Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
you can receive periodic TIIPP reports by e-mail. These reports from the 
Iowa Department of Public Safety Division of Intelligence and Fusion Center 
highlight security information on the various critical infrastructure sectors 
including water. The Iowa Department of Homeland Security can also assist 

SECURITY



water and wastewater systems with security assessments 
free of charge. To begin receiving TIIPP reports, e-mail 
brian.lewis@iowa.gov and type TIIPP in the subject line.
 The Safeguard Iowa Partnership is a voluntary 
coalition of the state’s business and government leaders, 
who share a commitment to strengthen the capacity of 
the state to prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover 
from disasters through public-private collaboration. 
Created in 2007 by the Iowa Business Council and 
representatives from key state agencies, the Partnership 
empowers businesses to integrate business resources, 
expertise, and plans with those of government during all 
stages of disaster management. Their website is www.
safeguardiowa.org.
  Another great resource is the Water Security Network 
or WaterISAC. It is the water sector’s official terrorism and 
emergency response communications center. It provides a 
number of resources, updates and tools to subscribers. 
You can find out more or join for free at www.waterisac.org
 Just as important as physical security is cyber security. 
The Industrial Control Systems, Cyber Emergency 
Response Team (ICS-CERT) is a part of US Homeland 
Security. Earlier this year, ICS-CERT intercepted 
information pertaining to a breach in the SCADA system 

of an Iowa based water utility. While the investigation 
concluded that no serious harm was done to the system 
through this hacking incident, it did highlight the 
vulnerabilities that many utilities with SCADA systems 
face. ICS-CERT offers a number of products, services 
and training for water and wastewater utilities free of 
charge. They have two assessments available to water 
and wastewater utilities. The first is a self-assessment tool 
which can be downloaded. The second is a more detailed 
on-site assessment where an ICS-CERT team member will 
come out to your utility and provide a comprehensive 
review of your control systems. As with the physical 
security assessments I mentioned above, the results of the 
cyber assessment are also protected from the Freedom of 
Information Act and are intended only for your use.
 I hope you will take advantage of all of these tools and 
resources available to you. As I mentioned throughout the 
article, these are free of charge to you, so cost should not 
be an obstacle in assessing your system’s security. If you 
are specifically interested in either the physical or cyber 
security assessment tools, please contact me at ghuff@
iowaruralwater.org or (641) 787-0330 and I can get you 
contact information for them. 
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Emily Piper
IRWA Contract Lobbyist

Legislative Update

IIt’s an election year and that creates excitement as 
both parties try to convince voters to support their 
candidates. Iowa is one of a handful of states that still 

has split government. Democrats control the Iowa Senate 
by a slim margin (26-24) and Republicans control the 
Iowa House with a 53-47 split. Statewide officials are also 
up this year including Governor Terry Branstad. Elections 
in non-presidential years historically favor the party not in 
control of the White House, in this case the Republicans. 
 At the federal level, Iowa faces the prospect of 
replacing long-time incumbents Senator Tom Harkin and 
Representative Tom Latham. Harkin’s departure opens up 
another congressional seat as Representative Bruce Braley 
(D) chose to run for the Senate. He will face Iowa state 
senator Joni Ernst (R) who defeated a large primary field. 
Most interesting to note, Ernst’s state senate seat is not up 
for re-election this year. Should she win the race of U.S. 
Senate, a special election would have to be held to fill 
the vacancy. Should she lose the U.S. Senate race, Ernst 
returns to the State House.
 Representative Latham’s retirement was a surprise and 
created a crowded primary field. Former state senator 
Staci Appel (D) had already decided to challenge Latham. 
That race was considered a favorite for Republicans 
until Latham retired. A district convention determined 
the Republican candidate, former Grassley chief of staff 
David Young, after no candidate reached the 35 percent 
threshold. 
 Braley’s departure to run for the Senate also created 
some excitement in northeast Iowa for Democrats. A 
primary battle ended up favoring Representative Pat 
Murphy (D) who easily won the right to challenge another 
Dubuque resident, Rod Blum (R).
 A third of the Iowa Senate seats are up for election 
in 2014. Democrats must defend 14 seats, including 
the open seat vacated by retiring Senator Dennis Black. 
Republicans must defend 8 seats, including three open 

seats created by the retirements of Senators Houser, 
Boettger and Greiner. 
 A total of 12 seats have no challenger including 
three of the open seats. Both parties have until August to 
nominate challengers but given the registration numbers 
in those districts, this is unlikely. Those senators who are 
not challenged in this election cycle include:

On the other side of the rotunda, all 100 House seats 
are up for election. The filings show the strategy on both 
sides to avoid spending time and money in seats that are 
not competitive. Out of 100 seats, only 47 seats have 
candidates filed on both sides. 24 Republicans get off 
with no challenger (including one open seat) while 29 
Democrats get a free pass. Republicans must defend five 
open seats while Democrats have four on their list. Those 
representatives who are not challenged in this election 
cycle include:

DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS
Tony Bisignano (replaces Hatch) David Johnson

Matt McCoy Bill Anderson

Bill Dotzler Jason Schultz (replaces Boettger)

Rob Hogg Tom Shipley (replaces Houser)

Bob Dvorsky Jack Whitver

Joe Bolkcom Bill Dix
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DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS
Helen Miller Josh Wills (replaces J. Smith)

Dave Dawson Megan Hess

Rick Olson Dwayne Alons

Ruth Ann Gaines Chuck Soderberg

Brian Meyer Ron Jorgensen

Bruce Hunter Gary Worthan

Ako Abdul Samad Ralph Watts

Marti Anderson Clel Baudler

John Forbes Greg Forristall

Jo Oldson Mark Costello

Lisa Heddens Cecil Dolecheck

Beth Wessel-Kroeschell John Landon

Todd Prichard Kevin Koester

Sharon Steckman Jake Highfill

Patti Ruff Rob Taylor

Debbie Berry Rob Bacon

DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS
Art Staed Linda Upmeyer

Kirsten Running-Marquardt Kraig Paulsen

Todd Taylor Guy VanderLinden

Dave Jacoby Larry Sheets

Sally Stutsman Dave Heaton

Mary Gaskill Tom Sands

Jerry Kearns Linda Miller

Vicki Lensing Lee Hein

Mary Mascher

Dennis Cohoon

Jim Lykan

Cindy Winckler

Mary Wolfe

Chuck Isenhart
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201 4th Avenue SW 
New Prague, MN  56071 

952-758-6600 
1-800-211-6432 

WE HAVE YOU 
           COVERED WITH……. 
 
                                 EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 
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Introducing

Search for “muni rep” at www.evoqua.com  
to find a manufacturers’ representative near you.

Evoqua Water Technologies continues a 100-year tradition of helping 
consulting engineers and municipalities respond to market needs and 
evolving water standards. 

Evoqua delivers high performance products for primary, secondary, tertiary 
and anaerobic treatment, as well as odor control, filtration and disinfection 
technologies with brands you know, including:

ENVIREX • JET TECH • MEMCOR • WALLACE & TIERNAN 
JWI • RJ ENVIRONMENTAL • DAVCO

Our experts are ready to respond with solutions for new plants, upgrades, 
rehabs and OEM parts.

© 2014 Evoqua Water Technologies LLC

loss of a RuRal WateR fRiend 
Bob Mohr, a longtime employee of West 
Central Iowa Rural Water Association, 

passed away on June 1. He was 60 years 
old. Bob had taken a leave of absence in 
February due to health reasons and nev-
er returned to work. Bob was a regular 
attendee of IRWA conferences over the 

years and had many friends in the indus-
try. He lived in Wall Lake and is survived 

by his wife Becky. We will miss Bob.


