
Iowa Rural Water Political Action Committee 
(IRWPAC) held their annual golf fundraiser 
on Wednesday, June 4th under beautiful blue 

skies and comfortable temperatures. IRWPAC 
aims to make a positive impact on rural and 
small community water systems across Iowa. Yet 
we could not accomplish this without the financial  
                                                           

                                 

support and resources of our members and 
sponsors.
 We’d like to thank all that participated and 
supported IRWPAC at this golf outing in Adel. Along 
with Iowa Rural Water Association assistance was 
provided by Willco, Rathbun Regional Water, 
Lyon & Sioux Rural Water System, McClure 
Engineering, McIntyre Consulting, Murphy Tractor, 
West Central Iowa Rural Water System, Howalt 
McDowell Insurance, Mahaska Rural Water, 
Engineered Systems and DA Davidson. 
 A four-person, best shot tournament was held at 
River Valley with prizes being awarded to the top 
three teams in two flights. Also winning flag prizes 
were the following:

PAC Golf Outing



Closest to the hole – 
Dan Holloway, West Central Iowa Rural 
Water Association

longest Putt MAde – 
Chad Mahan, Southern Iowa Rural 
Water Association

longest dRIve In the FAIRWAy – 
Terry Lutz, McClure Engineering

 The day was concluded with a burger/brat 
buffet. Thanks again to all participants and 
sponsors for making this another successful event. 
Funds raised help support Iowa Rural Water 
Association’s legislative efforts.
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Hawkins Water Treatment
Group has been meeting

the requirements of
commercial, industrial,

municipal and institutional
organizations since 1938.

Eldridge, IA
563-285-6234

Roca, NE
402-420-0755

Sioux Falls, SD
605-368-5793

Slater, IA
515-685-2250

Water Treatment
is our Business

 Well Drilling – Water and Sewage Pumps – 
Water Treatment Equipment

4895 8th Avenue
Marion, Iowa

319-377-6339
1-800-747-6339

100 North 6th Street
Waukee, Iowa
515-987-4575

1-800-747-4575

1500 Ziegler Drive NW
Altoona, IA 50009
800.342.7002

  

s

PROVEN 
POWER 
SOLUTIONS
• Prime, standby and emergency power
• Diesel, natural gas and low BTU gas
• Mobile and stationary units
• Fuel analysis and switchgear 
    maintenance                                                                          
• Emergency services available 24/7/365                                                                                                                
• Preventive maintenance programs 
    available on all makes

www.zieglercat.com/power

Sales. Service. Rental.



 

 

 

 

 

General Contracting 

Sewer and Water 

Excavation/Concrete 

Paving Demolition 

BOP/EPC 

 

 

 

Every project is backed by a broad foundation of experience and expertise.   
By extending a road bore, plowing through a difficult area, or finding another 

solution, Carstensen Contracting, Inc. goes the extra mile 
 

507.825.2026 1507 7th St., SE Pipestone, MN 56164 
www.carstensencontracting.com 

   

 

General Contracting  Sewer and Water  Excavation/Concrete 

Paving/Demolition  BOP/EPC 

1507 7th St. SE  Pipestone, MN 56164  Office: (507) 825-2026 

www.carstensencontracting.com 

Be the first person to call our office at 800-747-7782 with the 
correct answer and win an IRWA cap.

Answer from last issue: Bob Feller Museum Van Meter

Where in Iowa is This?
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On the ROad
On a beautiful summer day in June, it is time once 

again to journey out of my office and go “On The 
Road With A Circuit Rider”. This has quickly become 

a favorite of mine within my job description. It is a great 
and fun way to get to know exactly what my coworkers do 
with their day. So while Dale Barrie is actually our Training 
Specialist here at Iowa Rural Water Association (IRWA), he 
does perform Circuit Rider duties from time to time and so 
he is my next “buddy for the day”!  We arrange to meet in 
Altoona and unfortunately I start us out late because of a 
traffic accident on I-80 but Dale is cool about the delay. 

 I climb into the IRWA vehicle and we are off to the City 
of Minburn. And, he is THRILLED to have me along for the 
ride. Due to my excitement to be out of the office, I fear I may 
have become a bit of a Chatty Cathy (Pun intended). Poor 
Dale’s ears. But I digress…..Minburn is a small community 
of around 360 people. They are a charming little community 
offering a very quaint stop for bikers, hikers and others in 
the area of the Raccoon River Valley Trail. 
 After receiving its last train over 50 years ago, the 1914 
Minburn brick depot was recently moved and restored. 
The depot was carefully loaded up and moved across the 
street to its new home next to the Raccoon River Valley 
Trail.  The building is currently being restored back to its 
original condition and will become a trailhead/cafe/local 
museum.  The depot will also be placed on the National 

Register of Historic Places list. We arrive at the Minburn City 
Hall and meet with Mother/Daughter team Susan and Chris 
Fitch. Daughter Chris is Minburn’s City Clerk and Mother 
Susan is the Deputy City Clerk. 
 The town is in the final stages of a sewer/lagoon project 
that was funded by USDA Rural Development and a CDBG 
Grant. The project is a low pressure sewer system project 
using grinder pumps at each house that then pump sewage 
through the lines into the town’s new lagoons. Because of the 
project, Chris and the city council thought it best to contact 
Dale to assist them with a Sewer Rate Study. Rate studies are 
offered by IRWA on sewer and water rates free of charge. 
All our field staff can provide this service but Dale is our 
expert and he is the one who developed the rate study 
format that we use. 
 Dale has done some preliminary work with Chris and 
Susan on this rate study and the reason for our stop today is 
to view a few reports to confirm figures previously input into 
the rate study for accurate results. We visit for around an 
hour on various expenses, etc. the town has incurred. With 
that, Dale felt he had what he needed to complete the study 
for Minburn. He promised the ladies he would have final 
results for the city council to review in a few weeks.
 Our next stop is the very pretty city of Perry. I am sure 
many of you are aware of the City of Perry and the success 
they have enjoyed as a thriving small community with a 
population of around 7,600. We arrive at the water works 
offices and meet with Manager Hank Schmidt. Hank has an 
interesting story to share with us. But first, let me just explain 
that our staff at IRWA do various things to provide service 
and support to our members. Part of our job is to network on 
your behalf with operators throughout the state to hear about 
problems that they have within their community and the 
solutions they have come up with. That way, when another 
town has a similar situation, we can provide information 
that will result in solutions for your community. 
 Hank shares that the City of Perry has been battling 
turkey vultures roosting on their water tower and a 
few neighboring trees in a customer’s yard. They don’t 

with Dale Barrie
Cathy Law, Member Services and Event Coordinator
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necessarily harm the water tower but they do create quite 
a mess. After contemplating the issue, they decided to hire 
Utility Service to install some bird wire on the tower. This 
did help as the numbers went down a little but there were a 
few that persisted and stayed. Plus, this action did nothing 
for the neighbor’s trees. Hank had heard that if you shoot a 
turkey vulture and hang it from the tower and/or tree that 
the other buzzards will leave. Probably because they sense 
impending doom!  
 Hank wasn’t a big fan of the idea to shoot the birds and 
come to find out….they are protected in the State of Iowa. 
So, the water works purchased three fake stuffed turkey 
vultures and hung one in a tree and one from the tower. 
This helped to deplete the population but there were still a 
few persistent buzzards that were not interested in leaving. 
So, recently, the city police went through the process of 
obtaining a permit to shoot a few of the birds so that they 
could hang the dead in the tree and on the tower. 
 The final results are that the birds left!  However, it has 
been a few weeks and a few are starting to come back. So, 
it is yet to be decided whether or not the latest approach 
to rid the town of buzzards has been successful. Dale and 
I appreciated hearing Perry’s solution to this dilemma and 
will keep in contact with Hank for further developments. We 
both wished Hank well and decided it was time to move on. 
 The final stop of the day is in the City of Gilbert. This 
will be a fun visit as this is Dale’s old stomping grounds. One 
of Dale’s first jobs in the industry was at the Gilbert Water 
Treatment Plant. Gilbert recently hired Tad Stupp as their 
new Public Works Director. Tad is still getting to know the 
system and Dale is a good source of information not only 
because he knows a little history about this particular plant, 
but Dale also has years of industry knowledge. Today’s visit 
is to assist Tad with testing sodium permanganate levels. 
 The addition of sodium permanganate is an important 
step in Gilbert’s water treatment process, however over 
feeding could result in pink or rusty red colored water. Dale 
provided Tad with a starter kit of filters and syringes needed 
to perform the test, went over the test procedure and walked 
him through an actual test. After discussing some of the 
history of Gilbert’s system we headed back to Altoona.
 This completes mine and Dale’s adventures for the day. 
It was a good and successful day for IRWA as we assisted 
small communities and gained knowledge to share with 
others in the future. And that is what IRWA is all about. Until 
next time……………. 
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WHO IS MORE QUALIFIED?

YOU DECIDE!

JOB OPPORTUNITY!

Best Water District

is seeking a MANAGER.

Experience required.

Salary dependant upon

experience.

UTILITY

MANAGER

WANTED!

WATERWATER
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Applicant A’s

Qualifications
BS Degree -

State College 1995

Class B Water Operator

Certification 1995

Operator Green Water System 1995-2010

Applicant B’s

Qualifications

Utility Management Certified

Water University - 2011

BS Degree -

State College 1995

Class B Water Operator

Certification 1995

Operator Blue Water System 1995-2010

Join Tomorrow’s Management Workforce.  Become Certified Today!

Contact your
State Rural Water Association or online at www.wateruniversity.org



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Contact our Project Managers today at  
563-578-1130 or visit us at www.cahoypump.com 
 

®

ADVERTISERS.COM
Organization Web Site

Cahoy Well and Pump http://cahoypump.com/

Carstensen Contracting www.cartensencontracting.com

Central Tank Coatings, Inc. www.centraltankcoatings.com

D A Davidson www.davidsoncompanies.com/ficm/

Dixon Engineering www.dixonengineering.net/

Electric Pump www.electricpump.com/

Engineering America Inc. www.engamerica.com

Fox Engineering Assoc. www.foxeng.com/

Garden & Associates, LTD www.gardenassociates.net

Hawkins Water Treatment Group www.hawkinsinc.com

HOA Solutions http://hoa-solutionsinc.com/index.php?cms=1~tms

Howalt McDowell Insurance Co. www.howaltmcdowell.com

HR Green www.hrgreen.com/

Hydro-Klean, Inc. www.hydro-klean.com

JEO Consulting Group, Inc. www.jeo.com

Kirkwood Community College www.kirkwood.edu

Master Meter www.mastermeter.com/en/index.html

Maguire Iron http://maguireiron.com/

McClure Engineering www.mecresults.com/

Mellen & Associates www.melleninc.com

Midland GIS Solutions www.midlandgis.com

Municipal Pipe Service www.municipalpipeservices.com

Nutri-Ject Systems www.nutriject.com

Pittsburg Tank www.watertank.com

Sioux Valley Environmental www.svenviro.com/

Snyder and Associates www.snyder-associates.com/

USA Blue Book www.usabluebook.com

Utility Service Company www.utilityservice.com/

Vermeer Sales and Service, Inc. www.vermeeria.com/

Vessco, Inc. www.vessco.com

Water Well Solutions www.wwssg.com

Ziegler Power Systems www.zieglercat.com/power
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October 6-8
2014

www.nrwa.org    www.waterproconference.org

Seattle!
See  
YOUin

National
Rural Water
Association

Wow, it is hard to believe it’s already the middle 
of the summer and the 2014 Iowa Children’s 
Water Festival is clearly in the rearview mirror. 

This year’s festival brought another round of fun and the rain 
held off just long enough. IRWA had a number of staff and 
members assist with the festival again this year. 
 Dale and Lisa presented great educational sessions this 
year. Dale shared his extensive knowledge and unique 
pictures of water towers from all over Iowa. Lisa demonstrated 
how groundwater moves and how it can be contaminated. 
These were thoroughly enjoyed by students from all parts of 
Iowa. 
 Cathy and Greg, with some assistance from a handful of 
Rural Water Systems didn’t have to worry about rain, or the 
vague threat of sunburn (rumor has it, it always rains at the 
Water Festival). They did have to hand out T-Shirts provided 
by IRWA to an onslaught of 5th graders every half hour, 
which is just payback for being inside all day. Each of the 
students were excited to get their shirt and wear it home.
 A big thank you goes to Central Iowa Water Association 
for loaning the festival their water filling station where 

students were able to fill their ICWF provided water bottles. 
CIWA also loaned their plastic bottle water tower to the 
IRWA booth so students could estimate the cost of tap water. 
It was an eye opener for the students that made a guess.
 IRWA’s responsibility on the ICWF Steering Committee is 
to develop and promote the Student Competition. The student 
competition encourages schools attending to complete 
conservation projects to pit themselves against projects 
from other schools to promote water conservation projects. 
This year we received submissions including schools that 
constructed rain barrels, conducted plays and created videos, 
and another that constructed a rain garden. This year’s winner 
was from the Moulton-Udell Community School District. The 
students developed a campaign to keep plastic bags out of 
waterways by partnering with local businesses, performed 
educational events at their school, and applied for a grant 
to install benches made of recycled plastic. Congratulations 
to these students, and please encourage your local schools 
to attend the Festival next year and to submit a project. This 
year’s winners won a pizza party at their school, the ICWF 
traveling trophy, and books for their schools library.

2014 Iowa Children’s Water Festival 
Brent Beste, Source Water Specialist

PITTSBURG 
TANK & TOWER 

MAINTENANCE CO., INC.  

Inspections         Repair       New & Used       Tanks 
     Wet      In Service Cleaning     Relocation          Elevated 
     Dry                Paint            Erection Underground 
     ROV             Insulation          Dismantles   Ground Storage 
 
 
ROV   inspections  can  be  viewed  on  TV  console     
during  inspection  &  DVD provided.  All inspections 
include bound  reports, recommendations  and  cost 
estimates. 
 

Patrick Heltsley 
270-826-9000 Ext. 253 

270-748-1325 
www.watertank.com 

SAVE! 
We have a crew in  

YOUR AREA! 
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Drinking Water 
Week Celebration

Highlighting Careers 
in the industry

Three students with the Peet Junior High School were 
awarded a $150 Iowa Rural Water Association 
Award for the Best Video in the “Discover a Career 

in Water” contest. They are: Brennan Kohls, Blake Wolf 
and Adison Pace. In addition, they won $300 for the Peet 
Junior High School Science Department. A select panel 
of judges in the water and wastewater industry spent a 
morning viewing all the submissions and determined a 
winner. This contest is an initiative by the Iowa Rural Water 
Association (IRWA) to promote careers in the industry 
to high school students searching for a career path. In 
addition, it is a way for us to highlight current industry 
leaders who work hard for Iowa communities and rural 
systems to provide clean and safe drinking water. The 
men and women in this field are true “hometown heroes”. 
Congratulations to Brennan, Blake and Adison for the 
great job in assisting IRWA with this effort.   You can 
view the winning video online at http://www.youtube.
com/user/4221irwa .

 The video contest was also a way for IRWA to 
celebrate Drinking Water Week, which was May 4th 
thru May 10th. Our hope is to assist communities and 
regional systems increase local awareness about careers 
in the industry. We also sent out a mailing to our members 
highlighting various ways they could celebrate the week 
and promote it to customers. We offer various Water 
Education Materials on the Resources tab of our website, 
www.iowaruralwater.org. In addition we want to know 
more about your utility. Please send us videos, pictures, 
newspaper articles, etc. on how you celebrate and honor 
your operators and other industry professionals. Or, do 
you use the Quality On Tap logo?  Take a picture and 
send it our way. Share with us and show others how your 
utility shines!  Send information to: IRWA; 4221 S 22nd 
Ave E; Newton, IA  50208.   
 Careers in the water and wastewater industry are 
of great value to Iowa. You should take pride in your 
utility’s professionals. Thanks to all for working with IRWA 
to promote Drinking Water Week and highlight industry 
professionals. They deserve it! 



Every drop affects 
his future.

Water scarcity is a fact. At Master Meter 

we’re empowering utilities to preserve 

and precisely account for their water 

resources to help promote long-term 

sustainability. Our innovative suite of 

solid-state measurement technology, 

powerful communication tools, and 

software intelligence work in harmony to 

ensure your glass is always half full. 

Scott McCord
Tel: 573.820.5517 
smccord@mastermeter.com 
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