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As the year 2012 is about to end, it is time to 

reflect on this past year. It started off with the 

milder than normal winter, and then spring came 

and went right into summer and things really changed 

because of the lack of rain. What we all became familiar 

with is the Drought of 2012 and how it impacted all of us 

whether in rural water systems or municipalities. 

 Many of us had to make changes to how we normally 

operate our water systems. We had to constantly monitor 

our wells and lake reservoirs levels to see if we had 

enough water. Our pumps had to run much longer 

than normal to keep up with increased demand. Water 

conservation plans had to be looked at and in some 

cases were implemented. Most of all, water utilities had 

record pumpage throughout the summer and many of us 

in the rural water systems are still seeing record numbers 

of gallons pumped to our customers. 

 Now we all must evaluate our systems and make 

upgrades so we can be ready for next summer. The rains 

this fall have helped the topsoil but we are not seeing 

any improvement in our record low static levels in our 

wells. With winter approaching and freezing weather we 

are going to have to get use to our wells and lakes not 

recovering. I, along with Greg Huff with the Iowa Rural 

Water Association, am on the Governor’s drought task 

force. We met many times this summer and explained our 

situations and the problems we are facing. The task force 

has quit meeting for the time being but we are letting 

people know how critical the situation still is. 

 I, along with John Glenn, Rathburn Regional Water, 

Dean Lorensen West Central Rural Water Association 

and Emily Piper IRWA’s lobbyist met with Governor Terry 

Branstad and his office staff as well as Chuck Gipp and 

Shelly Grapp from the IDNR. We discussed the water 

concerns that we are facing and the prospects of winter 

and the continuation of the drought. In the Rural Water 

industry we are concerned with the water needs of our 

livestock producers that are on systems and many private 

wells are drying up. We told them the water needs are 

currently being met but are concerned with next spring. 

The next big demand will be this spring crop spraying 

season and then the hot weather that drives up demand 

on the livestock side. 

 They listened to our concerns but no one knows what 

is on the horizon. IDNR has stepped up to help us on the 

permitting side of things and are looking at other ways 

to help. Many of us need to take a look at our water 

use permits to see if they need to be updated as far as 

water withdrawal needs. Now is the time to look at little 

thing that might help meet the ongoing needs during this 

prolonged drought and look at our water conservation 

plans and make changes in them that might help us next 

year. IRWA’s field staff is ready to help out so please 

call the office to make arrangements for them to visit. 

Also all of us with operator licenses need to make sure 

that we have all of the CEUs that are needed and make 

arrangement to get the hours that we still needed. IRWA 

will offer many training opportunities between now 

and March 31, 2013. Make plans now to attend IRWA 

Annual Conference in Waterloo this February. Have a 

Great Holiday Season that is now upon us.


