
The drought of 2012 has affected water resources 

throughout the country, including all counties in 

Iowa. Rural communities whose water supply is 

being impacted may find assistance through USDA Rural 

Development’s Emergency Community Water Assistance 

Grant (ECWAG) program.  

 This program provides funds to assist rural 

communities that have experienced a significant decline 

in quantity or quality of water, or in which such a 

decline is considered imminent.  Funds may be used 

for a number of purposes related to water supply issues 

caused by an emergency.  Some examples are waterline 

extensions, repairs related to an emergency, construction 

of new wells or other permanent water sources, provision 

of a temporary water source in certain circumstances, 

equipment replacement, and related project fees such as 

engineering or legal. 

 Under the ECWAG program, funds may be used in 

incorporated communities of less than 10,000 residents 

or any unincorporated area.  Eligible applicants include 

public bodies, private nonprofit corporations, and 

Federally-recognized Indian tribes.  

 Applicants must possess the legal authority to own 

and operate the water facility, and must document the 

emergency that caused the problem.  

 Examples of emergencies include, but are not limited 

to, drought; earthquake; flood; tornado; hurricane; 

disease outbreak; or chemical spill, leakage, or seepage.  

A disaster designation is not required.  

 The maximum grant is $150,000 for repairs, partial 

replacement, or significant maintenance on an established 

system, or $500,000 to alleviate a significant decline in 

quantity or quality of water that occurred within two years 

of filing an ECWAG application, or to attempt to avoid 

a significant decline that is expected to occur during the 

12-month period following the filing of an application.  

 Applications must demonstrate need for the grant 

based on median household income and repayment 

ability, and are subject to environmental review.  ECWAG 

funds may be used in conjunction with other sources of 

funds.   

 Applications may be filed with the USDA Rural 

Development Area Office serving the county where the 

applicant is located.  

 For more information about the ECWAG program 

and for a listing of Area Offices in Iowa, please visit the 

USDA Rural Development website at www.rurdev.usda.

gov/IA.  
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